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Not without good reason is Turkey’s share 
of the Mediterranean called the Turquoise 
Coast. Clear, aquamarine waters stretch 
for mile upon mile, lapping at golden sands 
and fizzing around the base of imposing 
coastal cliffs. 

Whether you visit for the area’s remarkably 
preserved ancient history, the delicious 
local cuisine, or scenic hikes through truly 
majestic surroundings, you’ll stay for the 
irresistible views of a shimmering sea that 
just invites you to dive in. 

Into 
the blue

On the western edge of the Gulf of Antalya 
lies Çıralı, a beautiful seaside village situated 
just below the ocean road. From here you 
can hire a boat to explore the turquoise 
waters, before refuelling with some hearty 
local fare at one of the area’s charming 
restaurants. A mere 15-minute walk along the 
scenic seashore will take you to the village of 
Olympos, whose ruins tell a story that dates 
back as far as the Ancient Greeks.

For those wanting to stretch their legs a little 
more, there’s also the option of hiking to 
the ancient harbour town of Phaselis, or up 
towards the mountains above Çıralı. Here, 
high up in the hills, small fires caused by 
natural gas emissions lick their way out of the 
rocky terrain – a unique phenomenon and an 
incredible sight to behold. Make like the locals 
and bring some marshmallows with you to 
toast them over the fires for a delicious reward 
at the end of your hike.

To discover Turkey visit 
goturkey.com

The Antalyan harbour town of Kaş boasts a 
picture-perfect array of shops, restaurants 
and colourful houses, making it a must-
see for those seeking a true taste of the 
Mediterranean. It’s also home to Patara 
Beach, Turkey’s second longest beach and 
a key nesting ground of the loggerhead 
turtle, which has been laying its eggs 
here for tens of millions of years. Every 
year, visitors and locals alike take to the 
turquoise waters here to join the turtles as 
part of a traditional swimming festival – a 
truly awe-inspiring experience to witness or 
participate in if you happen to be visiting in 
early summer.

Pristine beaches emerge from rocky 
outcrops on this relatively undiscovered 
coastline, but there’s more to this area than 
its natural beauty spots. Just along the 
coast from Kaş is Demre, once the Lycian 
city of Myra and home to Saint Nicholas, 
an early Christian bishop who was later 
developed into the character of Father 
Christmas. You can learn more by visiting 
the church built in his honour, before taking 
in Demre’s Roman ruins and the ancient 
tombs carved into the craggy hillside of this 
richly historic town.
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Discover sun-kissed 
beaches and glittering 
azure seas along Turkey’s 
spectacular Mediterranean 
coastline

MESMERISING SIGHTS

Arrive by boat to make the most of 
upmarket yachting favourite Göcek. 
Sheltered by the Göcek Peninsula, its 
calm, crystal-clear waters pool around 
myriad coves and inlets, and verdant 
hilltop forests fill the air with a sweet pine 

ALL AT SEA

perfume. It’s an area of special protection, 
meaning high-rise buildings are banned 
and visitors can enjoy fresh seafood or a 
refreshing glass of the Turkish tipple raki in 
one of many authentic local eateries. 

Several of the restaurants along this 
charming shoreline provide boat moorings, 
so sail between coves to find a menu 
that takes your fancy, admiring the view 
of ancient Lycian rock-carved tombs in 
the mountains as you go. As you take in 
the relaxed atmosphere here, you’ll find 
it hard to believe this isolated corner of 
the Mediterranean and its wild natural 
backdrop is just a 20-minute drive from 
Dalaman International Airport. 


